11
12

COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 28th January 2003 there were present: -

Councillors      A. M. Lacey, Mayor



 

Mrs. J. A. Marrott, Deputy Mayor





Mrs. G. A. Camp 

Dr. J. J. Camp 





Mrs. M. S. Cox





C. T. Elsmore





C. P. Kay

                                                C. Lusty

                                                M. S. Morgan

                                                Miss. M. J. Shallcross


                                    G. Sindrey





M. T. Weston



Gloucestershire Constabulary P. C. Rob Dix

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Mr. P. Chamberlain, County Councillor and Councillor P. A. Morgan.

The Chairman Mr. A. M. Lacey welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He reiterated special thanks to the assistant clerk who had worked extremely hard during the clerks absence to ensure the smooth running of the Council.

The Chairman also reiterated that the “in committee” discussions should not, under any circumstances, be discussed outside the Council Chamber.

P. C. Rob Dix was introduced and gave the following crime figures: -

Violence against a person
17


Other theft and handling
14

Robbery 


1


Forgery and Fraud

1

Burglary dwelling

1


Criminal damage

7

Burglary non-dwelling
4


Possession of drugs

1

Theft from a motor vehicle
3


Theft of a motor vehicle
1

P. C. Dix informed the meeting of the action that had been taken recently regarding the incident at the Buchanan Recreation Ground.

Discussions took place regarding the smashed window of the Hong Kong House Chinese restaurant.  Councillor M. Weston expressed his dissatisfaction as both a Councillor and a trader at the way in which the Police dealt with the matter.

P. C. Dix replied that the offender was arrested and cautioned as per the correct legal system procedures.  The restaurant owner was informed that under the Data Protection Act he could have obtained details of the offender if he had pursued the matter via the Small Claims Court system.  Financial recompense is generally higher through a civil action as opposed to a criminal court action.

Councillor C. Lusty produced two letters he had received from local traders stating their dissatisfaction regarding the above incident.

During much discussion Members again agreed that under funding and lack of uniformed police on duty were the reason most people were feeling dissatisfied and insecure.

Councillor Lusty made reference to a newspaper report stating the number of reported crimes could be quadrupled to identify a true figure.

P. C. Dix refuted this suggestion, particularly with regard to the Forest South area.  He stated that the calculation would possibly be more accurate in an area suffering a higher, more serious number of overall incidents.

Councillor Mrs. G. Camp advised the meeting that the Coleford Forum had received many complaints in respect of the lack of funding and lack of uniformed police and a letter is being produced by the Forum to which each Parish can add its name and forward once again to MP Diana Organ calling for action.

Parking outside St. Johns School was discussed together with road casualty figures.  Councillor C. Elsmore raised queries regarding an accident that had occurred in Gloucester and finally P. C. Dix was asked to comment on the intention of Coleford Police Station to have an open/closed sign outside.

The Clerk was instructed to pursue enquiries into making a comparison between the number of uniformed police on duty in 1995 compared to today.

P. C. Dix left the meeting at 7.40pm.

The minutes of the last meetings of the Council held on Tuesday 26th November and Tuesday 17th December 2002 having been circulated were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor C. T. Elsmore and Deputy Mayor Mrs. J. A. Marrott declared an interest in 6.1 (Planning Applications) and took no part in discussions.

Councillor Mrs. M. S. Cox declared an interest in 4.1 (Direction signs for College) and took no part in discussion.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

187(a)
DIRECTION SIGNS – ROYAL FOREST OF DEAN COLLEGE

Mr. Neil Maxfield had written to make arrangements for discussion regarding the above request.

Resolved: Deputy Mayor Mrs. Janet Marrott and College Principal Gill Young to be invited to attend also.


187(b)
F.O.D.D.C. – LOCAL PLAN REVIEW

Mr. Jim Stewart confirmed that a representative from Welsh Water had not attended the inquiry on 7th January.

Resolved: The clerk was instructed to write to MP Diana Organ to insist that a representative from Welsh Water make arrangements to meet with District Council regarding the Local Plan.

187(c)
F.O.D.D.C. – CEMETERY AND BEST VALUE REVIEW

Mr. Amir Razvi had emailed thanking the Deputy Mayor and Councillor M. Morgan for the time given to discuss the review and subsequent information relating to the rules and regulations.

Resolved: The clerk was instructed to request the results of the Cemetery Best Value Review.

187(d)
MR. NIGEL POWELL – SENIOR DIVISIONAL MANAGER

Mr. Powell had responded confirming his intention to attend the Highways and Traffic meeting scheduled to take place on 10th April 2003.

188.
COLEFORD PARTNERSHIP – UPDATE

Councillor Mrs. M. Cox reported that the partnership is now into phase 2.  Several of the quick win projects have now been confirmed as 1) Mural – Keith Morgans wall. 2) A second mural (but currently on hold) 3) The possibilities of a skateboard park.

Theme groups report once a month to the Steering Group.  

Advertising for a Community Agent has now started.

Investigation into the future of Coleford Community Centre is still ongoing.

The events theme group are currently working on an events guide which will be sent out of the area by the Forest of Dean Tourist Information Centre to other Tourist Information Centres around the Country.

189.
COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL NEWSLETTER – UPDATE

The virtually complete draft was circulated for inspection.  Members queried if any copyright restrictions applied to the mosaic designs used as the front cover.  Printing costs were given as follows: -

A. 1527.20

B. 1367.20

C. 1330.40

D. 1328.00

Resolved: Members agreed to be guided by the printers as to the final decision regarding suitability of cover.  It was agreed option A could be ordered if the printers felt that option B is unsuitable.  Members agreed to proceeding into print provided there is no copyright restriction on using the mosaic designs as the front and back covers.

190.
F.O.D.D.C. – CONSULTATION ON REVENUE BUDGET

Members were informed that an invitation to attend a meeting on 30th January at 8.30am had been received.


Resolved: There were no Councillors available to attend the meeting.

191.
MR. J. BETTERTON – PURCHASE OF STRIP OF LAND – MILKWALL


With reference to a previous request Mr. Betterton has asked if the Council will allow him to purchase a small strip of land adjacent to his property


Resolved: The clerk was instructed to make further enquiries into the request and report back to Council.  (All costs in relation to the transaction to be borne by Mr. Betterton).

192.
MOORE STEPHENS – AUDIT Y/E 31/3/2002


The clerk informed Members that the audit is complete.  Matters to be reported as follows: -


The auditor notes from the documents provided that Coleford Town Council will have appointed an independent internal auditor for the year-ended 31/3/2003. 

(The clerk confirmed that this has already been done)


The auditor notes from the documents provided that Coleford Town Council will carry out a formal risk assessment for the year-ended 31/3/2003. 


(The clerk confirmed that this matter would be dealt with prior to submitting the Y/E 2003 accounts for audit).


The clerk agreed to circulate a copy of the audited annual return and the auditors report to all Council Members for their safekeeping.

193.
OCTOBER 2002 – POWER CUTS – RESPONSE


Members were given an overview of the correspondence received from MP Diana Organ which included copies of her correspondence with Mr. Brian Wilson MP Minister of State for Energy and Construction and Chief Executive of Aquila Mr. Don Bacon regarding the October power cuts, 1) What went wrong? 2) What will be done differently in future 3) What attitude Aquila will take with regard to compensation.


MP Diana Organ had responded as follows: -

1.  On the first point, Aquila agreed that they had not coped adequately with 

     the result of the storm.  They had, they said, been overwhelmed by the   

     number of lines they lost: over 333,000 customers in total throughout the 

     region lost power supply though 75% of them were restored, Aquila said, 

     by Sunday afternoon.

2.  Their telephone system was overwhelmed by the number of calls received 

     and effectively collapsed and they accepted that they failed to provide 

     adequate information to customers.  Being the distributor rather the billing 

     company, Aquila had little real customer information – a situation they 

     accept they must rectify.

3.  Aquila also accepted that they should have made more effort to 

     communicate using established local networks such as Neighbourhood 

     Watch or Parish and Town Councils or by loudspeaker vans or letter drops.  

     They agreed in fact that they had no strategy in place to offer assistance in 

     particular to the elderly and vulnerable.


4.  Aquila noted that under the terms of their standards of service agreement 

     with Ofgem, they are not legally obliged to pay compensation.  The ‘Worst     

     Served Customer’ Standard (Regulation 5A) permits exemption from 

     paying compensation if, ‘the event causing the interruption resulted in the 

     interruption … to more than 500,000 customers in Great Britain – which 

     the storm in October did.

5.  At the meeting, however, it was pointed out how poorly this contrasted 

     with the generosity of other companies who had tried to help those with 

     problems and pressed Aquila to reconsider.  They have agreed to look 

     again at this issue – particularly for those most seriously affected and we 

     would urge constituents to apply for compensation if you feel this may be 

     appropriate.

194.  
CDL STONE – COMMENCEMENT DATE FOR REPAIRS TO CLOCK 
            TOWER


Members were advised that CDL intend to erect scaffolding the first week of 

            March which should ensure it is away before Easter.

Resolved: The clerk was instructed to remind CDL of the need to take precautions against youths/vandals accessing the tower by climbing up the lower levels of the scaffold tower.

195.
F.O.D.D.C. – ELECTED REGIONAL ASSEMBLIES

Members were asked their views on the level of interest they think there will be in the parish for a referendum, on the understanding that the setting up of an elected regional assembly will probably result in the Forest of Dean District Council being merged with other Gloucestershire Councils.

Resolved: Whilst it was understood that actually getting people out to vote may be difficult, Members felt that provided the referendum was properly publicised the public interest would probably be quite high.

196.
FOREST ENTERPRISE – CHURCH WALK, BROADWELL

Mr. R. W. Davies the Area Land Agent had replied that Forest Enterprise appreciate the particular problem at Church Walk and will arrange to fill the pot holes as soon as possible.  Work will also be carried out to the area of land adjoining “The Bird in Hand”

Mr. Davies enquired if the Town Council would be interested in looking at a cost sharing scheme to provide a more permanent solution to the surface of Church Walk.

Resolved: Following discussion Members instructed the clerk to proceed with a fact finding costing exercise so that the Council may consider the proposal at a later date.

197.
G.C.C. YOUTH AND COMMUNITY SERVICE DRAFT PLAN

Members were advised the document is available in the office for their inspection/information.

198.
F.O.D.D.C. – ROAD CLOSURE REQUEST – CARNIVAL OF TRANSPORT


The details of the road closure notice were noted.

199.
NEWLAND STREET CAR PARK – POTHOLES


Councillor M. Weston stated that the repairs were not satisfactory and requested further action.

200.
THE FEATHERS PUBLIC HOUSE


Discussion took place regarding the future of the “Feathers” it was agreed that the current appearance was far from satisfactory and would encourage vandalism.


Resolved: The clerk was instructed to write to the owners expressing the Town Councils concerns and asking for some consideration to be given to the appearance of the building.

201.
POLICING IN COLEFORD OVER CHRISTMAS PERIOD


Having debated policing issues earlier in the meeting Members could only reiterate that the incidents at Christmas reflected the lack of available uniformed officers at times of need.  The Chairman reminded the meeting that Inspector Desbois had stated that officers would be on duty between 10pm – 2am on a Friday and Saturday.


Resolved: The clerk was instructed to write to Inspector Desbois to enquire if his intention to have officers on duty at these times had been put into practice and if so how effective these measures have proved.

202.
TOWN CENTRE EVENTS LEAFLET


It was agreed that the Town Centre Events Leaflet had proved to be very popular.  In order to produce leaflets in readiness for 2003 design and printing needs to commence as a matter of some urgency.  The clerk advised that surplus funds are available to be vired from unused Market and Coastal Towns Initiative match funding that had never been required.


Resolved: Events leaflets to be produced as soon as possible.  Cost to be vired from M.C.T.I. budget.

Councillor P. Kay left the meeting at 8.40pm.

203.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on Tuesday 10th December 2002 and Tuesday 14th January 2003 having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and the recommendations agreed accordingly.

Councillor Mrs. J. A. Marrott declared an interest in plan number DF10227/A and DF10227/B/CA and took no part in discussions.

Councillor C. T. Elsmore declared an interest in plan number DF12514 and took no 

part in discussions.

Addendum to Planning Applications from 15/1/03 – 28/1/03

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF10227/A (P312/03)

Alterations and extension to
Support application provided

10, St. John Street,

existing retail/office premises.
its done in keeping with

Coleford.


Installation of a new shop front
surroundings.





and insertion of new first and 





second floor replacement 





windows.

DF10227/B/CA (P32/03)

Conservation area consent for the
Support application.


10, St. John Street,

demolition of a single rear

Coleford.


extension.

DF12507 (P35/03)

Outline application for the 
Objection – footprint too large 

Land at



erection of one dwelling.  

for site.  Town Council 

Sparrow Hill,


Construction of new vehicular
requests District Council

Coleford.


access.



confirms adequate sewerage









and storm water provision.

DF3807/4/J (P59/03)

Erection of a replacement

No objections.

8, Greenways Drive,

shed.

Milkwall.

DF12514 (P63/03)

Outline application for the 
No objections.

Land at



erection of a detached dwelling
Support private drainage 

Mulberry House,


with ancillary works.

system. 

Union Road,

Bakers Hill.

DF10565/A (P73/03)

Erection of a private car garage.
No objections.

2, Angel Field,


Alterations to vehicular access.

Coleford.

DF12475/A (P88/03)

Erection of a detached house and
No objections.

Land at



detached private car garage.

Mile End,


Construction of new vehicular 

Coleford.


access (Klargester Drainage).

DF1092/3/H (P94/03)

Erection of six pairs of semi
Objection – Town Council 

Land at



detached sheltered housing 
requests District Council 

Kings Meade,


bungalows (12 in total) to be
confirms adequate sewerage

Old Station Way,


occupied by persons aged 55
and storm water provision 

Coleford.


years or over.


unless alternative drainage









system is provided.









Also clarification of numbers









12 or 14.
CORRESPONDENCE

204.
G.C.C. BUS SERVICES IN THE FOREST OF DEAN

Members were pleased to note that a service to the crematorium is now in operation.  Members reiterated the need for the public to use the new services or they would be taken off again.  Councillor M. Morgan informed the meeting that not enough is done to publicise the bus routes i.e. several local services are not shown on the bus stop notice boards in Coleford.

Resolved: The clerk was asked to write to the County Council to notify them of the lack of information available to potential users.

205.
B.T. REMOVAL OF PAYPHONES

B.T. had responded stating that the payphones removed represented no more than 10% of all public call boxes and that there should always be an alternative box within easy walking distance.  Notice of the intention to remove had been sent to Meg Holborow at the District Council with an invitation to disseminate the information to other interested parties.

206.
G.A.P.T.C. – RECENT LEGISLATION

The update on the latest information regarding recent legislation had been circulated for Members.  The District Council are currently preparing a new Councillor handbook which should detail all the necessary information and it was suggested that the Town Council use this manual as a template for production of their own when it becomes available.

207.
DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998

The clerk advised the meeting that an on-line notification form had been downloaded from the Information Commissioner website.  There were several queries that the clerk had taken up with Mr. Richard Belliss at G.A.P.T.C. regarding the Town Council notification and a reply was awaited.  Following satisfactory explanations to the queries the form will be submitted together with the fee of £35.00.

208.
GLOUCESTER HOSPITAL NHS TRUST – CHANGE OF 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 

Members were given the new number 08454 222 222.

As well as the new phone number, the Trust has a new automated answering system which means there will be more direct dial numbers; also the system recognises voice commands.  This means that you will be able to call and ask for by name a particular person or department and go straight through.

209.
G.M.T.F. MEMBERSHIP FEES

Other than for a minor amendment at the lowest level the fee structure remains as proposed, to stand both for the current and next financial year.

Population



Fee

Up to 2,000



£200

2,000 – 5,000



£400

5,000 – 10,000


£600

10,000 – 15,000


£800

over 15,000



£1000


210.
F.O.D.D.C. – CORPORATE PLAN 2002 – 2005

Members were advised that the document is in the office for their perusal/information.


211.
G.C.C. TRAFFIC SIGNALS – FIVE ACRES

A letter from Richard S. Waters, Area Traffic Manager stated the views of the Town Council have been noted and a stage 4 Safety Audit will be conducted when the lights have been in operation for one year.

212.
THANK YOU LETTERS RE ANNUAL GRANTS

The clerk passed on the many thanks and appreciation from the various organisations who had received grants from the Town Council.

213.
WHY NOT BECOME A PARISH COUNCILLOR

Details were given on the forthcoming training events being held to encourage new Parish Councillors.  Two are planned for the Forest of Dean.


Newent Youth & Community Centre 12/2/03 7-9pm


Coleford Community Centre              20/2/03 7-9pm


Existing Councillors are welcome to attend.

214.
MEMBERS REPORTS

Councillor M. Morgan – requested a letter of thanks be sent to the Christmas Lights Committee.  He reported that once again a selection of abandoned vehicles are present in Lamb Lane.  Also discussion took place regarding the now pollarded beech tree in Coleford Cemetery.  He stated that both himself and Councillor P. Morgan feel it should be removed altogether.

Councillor C. Lusty – The Buchanan Recreation Committee have now made arrangements for new safety surfaces.  At the last St. Johns School Governors meeting praise was given to the new safety railings.  A request for a rail on the other side by the Opportunity Centre was made.

Councillor M. Weston – Rocky Lane is being used by motorcyclists scrambling particularly on a Sunday.  He requested that the County Council be notified.

Councillor Dr. J. Camp – Changes in planning regulations were discussed at the Coleford Forum meeting.  In particular Members should note that a planning issue will only be put forward to a planning committee if lobbied by a committee member.

Councillor M. Weston left the meeting at 8.55pm.

Councillor Mrs. G. Camp – Rocky Lane between High Nash and Beechams has no lighting.  Car park below the Ambulance Station lights not working.

Cinder Hill full of potholes – again!

Councillor Mrs. M. Cox – Attended the Countryside Agency Integrated Rural Development meeting regarding the Special Status for the Forest of Dean.  AONB or National Park remains focus of attention.  AONB whilst looking at protection of ecology does not support the needs of the economy.  The meeting appeared to be split but more people were speaking in favour of AONB.  Report due in next few months.

The meeting was extended to 9.15pm.

215.
IN COMMITTEE REPORT

The minutes of the special meeting held on 7th January having been previously circulated were taken as read and signed as correct.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

COLEFORD PARTNERSHIP – COMMUNITY AGENT

The advertisement is in the paper this week.

DEAN HALL SCHOOL

No decision on the future of the Special Needs School has been made as yet.

OFFICE STAFFING

The Chairman Mr. A. M. Lacey read a letter that had been given to him from the clerk.

Having decided to continue with her plans to emigrate the clerk gave informal notice of her intention to cease working for the Council in April/May 2003.

This will enable the Council to begin the process of advertising and appointing a replacement.

Resolved: Delegated powers to Office Sub-committee to decide upon and place notices at their earliest opportunity.

It was agreed to hold an Office Sub-committee meeting on Tuesday 4th February at 6pm.

216.
ACCOUNTS

1875 British Gas – 17/12






76.92

1876 Plus Publishing – Subscription





60.00

1877 BT Tel bill – 13/1





          185.30 

1878 BT Fax bill – 13/1





          
98.35

1879 RBS Software Solutions





52.88

1880 C Wilkins (448.87 + 81.66 cleaning)



          530.53

1881 S Pritchard






        1192.49

1882 H Gane (underpayment) 





23.64

1883 GCC Pensions






          412.96

1884 FODDC (cont. to Mile End – 31/12/02)


        2132.50

1885 Moore Stephens – Audit Y/E 31/3/02



          763.75

1886 SLCC Subscription






72.00

1887 GMTF Annual Subscription




          600.00

1888 Maddock Plant & Tool Hire – Xmas Lights


          158.61

1889 B M & C Weston – 2 x Baskets





30.00

1890 Adrian Marshall – Excel





25.00

1891 G E Capital Finance 01/02 - 30/04



          235.00

1892 OfficeStar







59.50

1893 Shane R Ball






          193.67

1894 FODDC







          109.00

1895 Petty Cash







50.00

1896 OfficeStar







52.86

1897 P J & P D Adams (Pollarding tree and clearing leaves)
          534.63

1898 Central Plumbing & Installations – new taps CTC and CAB

69.40

1899 All Seasons Garden Care – fence repairs Coleford Cemetery

50.00

INCOME

Higher Interest Account

10/01/03 Gross Credit Interest




          257.58

27/01/03 Norwich Union Dividend





12.13

Current Account

16/01/03 Ernest Heal & Sons (Botham/Carter/Williams/Arscott/Prisk/






 Haines)



          384.00

21/01/03 Philip Blatchly & Son Ltd (Joseph/Grail)


          400.00

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.15pm.

